
The Ministry of The f,nvironmenl

. Public and communiry engagement in a partnership which helps to establish a consensus on
productng a greener, more sustainable Bahamas,

Depsrtm€ntof Environmental Heolth Servic€!

. Immediate national waste disposal and cleanliness

. Waste to Energy produclion with recycling and reuse.

Deparlment ol  Physicsl  Ptanning rnd The Met Deprrtm€nt

. lmplementation ofnew and updated building standards which take into consideration dminage,
flood plains, elevation. and impact on mangroves and wetlands; incorporation oftools sucn as
c luster deve lopment and coverage factors (rees. concrete, buildings etc).

SEST and The Mct D€partment

. Research and evaluation ofth€ impacts ofClimate Change on the Bahamian tourism economy,

rising sea levels, beach ercsion, reefsystems and other climate sensitive resources. Additionally ro

develop strategies and lifestyle changes for adaplation to Climate Change designed to combat risks

and effects,

BEST and The D.p!rtment of Physic, I Ptan ning

. Establishment ofa transparent, efficient and streamlined environmental impaq ass€ssment and

management process for developmentt whetherthat development be related to a subdivision,

expansion ofan existing struclure. a mixed use reso(, or a foreign dkect investment pfoject.

Porl Department

. Safe navigational chann€ls in all the Bahamas, efylcient Docks Committ€e and clean harbors.

Brhamrs Electricity CorporotioI

. Converl the Bahamas to an energy mix which resuhs in grearer energy security through the use of

renewable resources and a sound energy policy.

. Energy conservation

Wrter and Sew€rag€ Corporation

. Overse€ the provision ofPotable water to €very cornmuniry in the Bahamas

. Safbguard ground water resources

The Bolanic Crrd€ns

. Produce trees for rhe landscaping ofall public pla€es.

Foreslry

. Enad a Foresrry Act.

Eshrmas Msri t ime Authori ty

. Establish a Babamas Maritime Institute with the University ofThe Bahamas.



Bahrmas Nrtionrl Geographical Information Centr€

. Provide spatial support to enable accurate planning by all agencies.

The formalion ofa Ministry which focuses on environmental matteN does not relinquish the rore,

responsibility, and duty ofeach cilizen to be good stewads in managing the environmental resources

vested to us,

From lhe destruction ofmangroves and filling in ofweilands, to the proliferation ofgarbage, derelict

vehicles, difl, filth, and grime th6t pervades our country; il is evid€nt that an overall sense ofenvironmental

stewardship is lacking in many parts of our society and will undoubtedly pose one ofthe Ministry's greatesl

challenges moving forward.

There is much work to be done to promote a sens€ ofstewardship, increase envircnmental awareness 6nd

sensitivity in the public domain, foster greater respect for our natural r$ources; and help Baham,ans maKe

the connection b€tween hum6n heallh, quality oflife, and the quality ofthe physical cnvironment which

surrounds them. ll is *ork that tha Ministry ofTh€ Environment accepts.

The Ministry welcomes the participation and coopemtion ofenvironmentally focus€d groups, organizations

and Non Covemment Organization's such as the Bahamas National Trust, The Nature Conservancy, The

Peny Marine Institute, Friends ofTh€ Environment, reEarth and BREEF, in promoting a greater sense of

€nvironmental stewardship and accountabilily throughoul all levels ofour society. Undoubtedly, this

auituda ofstewardship and accountability musl begin at home, h is my aim to populate the Ministry with

those p€rcons whose thoughls, actions and anitudes ar€ consistent with my Ministry's goals.


