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New Environment Minister Outlines Road Ahead

By Paige Ferguson 

	
Newly appointed Minister of the Environment Dr. Earl Deveaux speaks about his new portfolio outside the Churchill Building on Bay Street Tuesday. (Photo/Torrell Glinton)



	


Preserving much of what Bahamians cherish – that’s what newly appointed Environment Minister Dr. Earl Deveaux sees as his mandate as he prepares to set up one of the new ministries Prime Minister Hubert Ingraham announced in his national address Monday night.

 

"Much of what we hold dear as Bahamians in our society – whether it be tourism, our second home market, the quality of life and enjoyment of the parks – these things relate directly to how clean and preserved our environment is," Dr. Deveaux told the Bahama Journal Tuesday.

He said one of his initial focuses will be the proposed new Town Planning Act and the Private Roads and Subdivision Act.

"We have a consultant that is reviewing those acts and we also have several projects for urban planning – one for Nassau and several for the Family Islands. Those things we have to bring to fruition and [they] would be the first indicator of how we propose to go about developing this ministry," he said.

"The visible impact the public will experience will have more to do with the state of the parks, the extent to which we plant trees, preserve the verges and what we’re able to do to prevent the destruction of the environment – particularly the hills, the wet lands and things that many, many people express a great concern about."

During his 2008/2009 Budget Communication in May, Prime Minister Hubert Ingraham revealed his intention to appoint a minister with responsibility for the environment.

At the time he said the need for economic development must be kept in proper balance with the need to secure the protection of the environment including the biological diversity of islands.

"Hence, the government places the highest priority on the effective management and protection of our natural resources and will continue to support environmentally sustainable activities, including the implementation of environmentally sensitive policies, conservation education, habitat rehabilitation and the modernization of related legislation and regulation needed to support effective management of functioning protected areas," the prime minister said.

Further explaining the mandate of the new ministry, Dr. Deveaux said, "I think in fairness to the prime minister’s objective if I could be so bold, he’s seeking to a: improve the process of review for environmental impact and management; and b: to have a visible impact on our stewardship of the environment."

Under Dr. Deveaux’s new portfolio will be the Bahamas Environment Science and Technology [BEST] Commission, the Port Department, the Department of Physical Planning, maritime affairs, the Department of Meteorology and the Department of Environmental Health Services. 

"Specifically, we will be responsible for international conventions dealing with the environment, liaising with organizations such as the Bahamas National Trust, and providing oversight and guidance to public places, subdivision development and land use planning," he told The Bahama Journal.

"We continue to have relations with BEC and the Water and Sewerage Corporation."

Dr. Deveaux admitted however that it will take a lot of effort to pull the new ministry together.

"A tourist development comes to The Bahamas and they want to do a marina, but they also want to do a golf course, and then they maybe want to do mixed used resorts and estate homes," he said.

"How do you tie all of those things together and ensure that development goes ahead but that it doesn’t destroy the environment? That’s what my ministry has to do."

Asked how he felt about his new appointment, Dr. Deveaux said, "I’m paying for some of the things I’ve expressed and some of the things that I’ve indicated that I feel strongly about.

"So I think it’s evolutionary."

